
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Any Friend of Nicholas Nickleby 

as a Friend of Mine US 1981 : Adaptation of a Ray Bradbury short story in which an Illinois small-town boy (Brian 

Syrusis) is fascinated to meet an enigmatic stranger claiming to be Dickens. 

The Boy and the Convict UK 1909: The graveyard scene(s) from “Great Expectations” 
A Christmas Carol  US TV 1954: Frederic March as Scrooge, Christopher Cook as Tiny Tim 
David Copperfield  UK 1911 

David Copperfield UK 1913 : The first British 9-reel feature (125 min) with Eric Desmond as young David, and Edna 

May as Little Emily 
David Copperfield  US TV c1953: Rex Thompson as young David 

David Copperfield  UK TV 1974 – Jonathan Kahn as David, Arthur Lowe as Micawber 
Dickens’ London 
Dickens of London : UK TV 10x serial on Dickens' boyhood and adult life 
Dotheboys Hall 
The Further Adventures of Oliver Twist  : UK ch TV serial 
Great Expectations : US TV c53 – Rex Thompson as young Pip 
Great Expectations : US 98 (modern day Americanised version where Pip becomes a rock 
celebrity...) 
Great Expectations: The Untold Story :  ? 89 (or: how Magwitch prospered Down Under) 
Little Dorrit  : 
Little Nell 
Mr Bumble the Beadle UK 1898: Bumble goes a-courting in the workhouse.  The earliest Dickens film known to the 

archive, in fact the earliest filmed scene from any literary source.  All of 60 seconds.  
The Old Curiosity Shop  UK 34 
Scrooge – or: Marley’s Ghost 
Smike 
Who Framed Charles Dickens? 
 
 

 
[not included in the archive, there is also a feature length children's cartoon: "OLIVER AND THE ARTFUL 
DODGER", a 1983 animated version of "THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP", a 1985 75-minute Australian 
animation of "GREAT EXPECTATIONS", a 1987 87-minute animation of "OLIVER TWIST", and also a 1993 
animated animal version of "DAVID COPPERFIELD".] 
 
 
[Dickens' great-granddaughter, Monica Dickens, is also a writer and has occasionally been interviewed for 
TV and radio, among others by Mavis Nicholson for "In With Mavis" ] 
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ADAPTATIONS 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OLIVER TWIST  [14 adaptations 
known] 

 
 
 [1]   1909 Pathé 
 Oliver :   ...………………………….. 
 Dodger :   ..…………………………... 
 Fagin  :   ..…………………………... 
 Sykes  :   …………………………..... 
 Nancy  :   .………………………….... 
 Brownlow : ……………………………. 
 Monks :  ……………………………. 
 Bumble : ……………………………. 
 
[2]   1909 Vitagraph 
 Oliver :   Ms Edith Storey 
 Dodger :   ..…………………………... 
 Fagin  :   ..…………………………... 
 Sykes  :   …………………………..... 
 Nancy  :   Elita Proctor Otis 
 Brownlow : ……………………………. 
 Monks :  ……………………………. 
 Bumble : ……………………………. 
 
[3]   1912 Hepworth 
 Oliver :   Ivy Millais 
 Dodger :   Willie West 
 Fagin  :   John McMahon 
 Sykes  :   Harry Royston 
 Nancy  :   Alma Taylor 
 Brownlow : E. Rivary 
 Monks :  ……………………………. 
 Bumble : ……………………………. 
 
[4]   1912 ?  ?  ?  
 Oliver :   ...………………………….. 
 Dodger :   ..…………………………... 
 Fagin  :   Nat C. Goodwin 
 Sykes  :   …………………………..... 
 Nancy  :   .………………………….... 
 Brownlow : ……………………………. 
 Monks :  ……………………………. 
 Bumble : ……………………………. 
 
[5]   1916 Paramount / Lasky 
 Oliver :   Marie Doro 
 Dodger :   Raymond Hatton 
 Fagin  :   Tully Marshall 
 Sykes  :   Hobart Bosworth 

 Nancy  :   .………………………….... 
 Brownlow : ……………………………. 
 Monks :  ……………………………. 
 Bumble : ……………………………. 
 
[6]   1919 Hungary “TWIST OLIVER” 
 Oliver :   Tibor Lubinszky 
 Dodger :   ..…………………………... 
 Fagin  :   ..…………………………... 
 Sykes  :   …………………………..... 
 Nancy  :   .………………………….... 
 Brownlow : ……………………………. 
 Monks :  ……………………………. 
 Bumble : ……………………………. 
 
[7]   1920 Germany / Austria  
        “DIE GEHEIMNISSE VON 
LONDON” 
 Oliver :   Tibor Lubinszky 
 Dodger :   ..…………………………... 
 Fagin  :   ..…………………………... 
 Sykes  :   …………………………..... 
 Nancy  :   .………………………….... 
 Brownlow : ……………………………. 
 Monks :  ……………………………. 
 Bumble : ……………………………. 
 
[8]   1922 First National 
 Oliver :   Jackie Coogan 
 Dodger :   Edouard Trebaol 
 Fagin  :   Lon Chaney 
 Sykes  :   George Siegmann 
 Nancy  :   Gladys ? ? 
 Brownlow : Lionel Belmore 
 Monks :  Carl Stockdale 
 Bumble : Jas Marcus 
 
[9]   1933 ?  ?  ? 
 Oliver :   Dickie Moore 
 Dodger :   ..…………………………... 
 Fagin  :   Irving Pichel 
 Sykes  :   …………………………..... 
 Nancy  :   .………………………….... 
 Brownlow : ……………………………. 
 Monks :  ……………………………. 
 Bumble : ……………………………. 
 
 [10]   1940 ?  ?  ? 
 Oliver :   Reny Kidd 
 Dodger :   ..…………………………... 



 Fagin  :   ..…………………………... 
 Sykes  :   …………………………..... 
 Nancy  :   .………………………….... 
 Brownlow : ……………………………. 
 Monks :  ……………………………. 
 Bumble : ……………………………. 
 
[11]   1948 ?  ?  ? 
 Oliver :   John Howard Davies 
 Dodger :   Anthony Newley 
 Fagin  :   Alec Guinness 
 Sykes  :   Robert Newton 
 Nancy  :   .………………………….... 
 Brownlow : ……………………………. 
 Monks :  ……………………………. 
 Bumble : ……………………………. 
 
[12]   1968 ?  ?  ? “OLIVER!” 
 Oliver :   Mark Lester 
 Dodger :   Jack Wild 
 Fagin  :   Ron Moody 
 Sykes  :   Oliver Reed 
 Nancy  :   .………………………….... 
 Brownlow : ……………………………. 
 Monks :  - deleted - 
 Bumble : Harry Secombe 
 
[13]   1982 [US TV] 

 Oliver :   Richard Charles 

 Dodger :   ..…………………………... 
 Fagin  :   George C Scott 
 Sykes  :   Tim Curry 
 Nancy  :   .………………………….... 
 Brownlow : Michael Hordern 
 Monks :  ……………………………. 
 Bumble : Timothy West 
 
[14]   1997 [US TV] 
 Oliver :   ...………………………….. 
 Dodger :   Elijah Wood 
 Fagin  :   Richard Dreyfuss 
 Sykes  :   …………………………..... 
 Nancy  :   .………………………….... 
 Brownlow : ……………………………. 
 Monks :  ……………………………. 
 Bumble : ……………………………. 
 
 
 

 MGM dropped its plans to make a 
production of “OLIVER TWIST” in 1930 
due to the swingeing proscriptions of the 
newly-enacted Hays Code.  No 
information as to who would have played 
the lead. 

 
 

~  35 titles  ~ 
 

 


