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Bataille left, with Nathalie Baye and Candice Lefranc                        Source:  Film Review 1991-92 
 

 

Film Review 1991-92 review: 

 

“1958, France.  What looks like it’s going to 

be an idyllic summer holiday on the beach is 

transformed into a period of mixed emotions 

for Frédérique, 13, and her little sister, Sophie, 

6. At the very last moment their mother, Lena 

(Nathalie Baye), stays behind in Lyon, while 

the children journey on to the coastal resort of 

La Baule-les pins with their bossy governess.  

There they miss Lena but get on with the joys 

of childhood mischief, swimming and 

witnessing the high jinks of their uncle, Léon 

(Jean-Pierre Bacri).  As Frédérique begins to 

fall in love with her cousin, Daniel, she 

gradually becomes aware of the friction in her 

own parents’ marriage. "C’EST LA VIE" is 

just that – a  big slice of life, complete with all 

its traumas, joys and discoveries.  It is also a 

very rich, multi-layered film, superbly acted by 

an ensemble cast and beautifully lit by 

Giuseppe Lanci.  This is the fourth chapter in 

Diane Kurys’s autobiographical omnibus 

(following on from "PEPPERMINT SODA", 
"COCKTAIL MOLOTOV" and "COUP DE 

FOUDRE"): here the director is interpreted by 

Julie Bataille as Frédérique.” 

 

 

  Julie Bataille 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
     Year  Age  Title        Role 
 
 

90  C’EST LA VIE      in central role, Frédérique (13) 
    (“That’s Life”) with Candice Lefranc 
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