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Not so much a father figure perhaps as a gentle, slightly dotty uncle
Source: How Sweet it Was

Halliwell’s Television Companion review: Two generations of American kids have grown
up with it.”
“An early morning studio show for small How Sweet it Was - Television: a Pictorial

children, hosted since 1953 by Bob Keeshan. Commentary review:




“Bob Keeshan donned a uniform cap and a
walrus moustache in 1955 when he became the
Captain, and thus began a long reign as the
dominant figure in pre-school children’s
programming. Until that time most children’s
shows, with a few notable exceptions, had been
loud, gaudy, and rather limited in creative
imagination. (Keeshan himself had once served
as Clarabell on the "Howdy Doody Show".)
"Captain Kangaroo" was an abrupt departure
from the past. Its emphasis was on quiet
conversation, gentle fantasy, and easy-to-swallow

morsels of an educational nature.  The
programme’s acceptance and popularity seemed
to grow with each passing year, as did the

number of awards and citations from groups of
parents, teachers, and educators.”

“.Kindly old father figures have long dotted
the television landscape, but none could ever
match the longrunning success of "Captain
Kangaroo".”

[no listing in “The Golden Age of
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Television", "Into the Box of Delights - a
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