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Barbican Screen Guide (September 2000) 
review: 
 
“Royal Court theatre director Stephen Daldry is 
the latest stage director to venture in film, and 
like colleagues Anthony Minghella, Sam 
Mendes and Deborah Warner, shows that the 
theatre experience can be revealing when 
turned to cinema.  Set in the Durham area 
during the 1984 miners’ strike, Billy Elliot is 
the winning story of an 11 -year-old boy who 
shies away from the boxing lessons his father 
wants him to take, and finds himself being 
drawn to the girls-only ballet classes in the local 
gym.  A rousing tale of triumph over adversity, 
with Julie Walters, Gary Lewis, and an 
astounding performance by the young Jamie 
Bell in the central role.” 
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     Year  Age  Title        Role 
 
 
     2000  BILLY ELLIOT      in title role, 11 
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